SCHMITZ HOME |MORE HIGH

MAY BE PRISON

OWNER 18 TRYING TO RENT IT
TO RUEF'S ELISOR AS PLACE
OF DETENTION.

ENTERTAINS AND DINES THERE

Solitical Boss and Mayor Laid Many
of Thei+ Political Campaign
Plans in the Executive
Residence.

S8an Franelsco—It may be the irony
of fate that the former residence of
Mayor Schmitz, In which he resided
when elected, and often entertained
and dined Ruef, and where the mayor
and the political boss lafd many of
their politieal campaign plans, may
become Ruefl's prison for some months,
The present owner {8 attempting to
rent it to Elisor Biggy as a place
of detention for Ruef wlen he takes
the latter away from the St. Francls
hotel,

Abraham Ruefl sald that he Is con:
gldering the praparation of a state-
ment 1o the public and declared that
when he tells his gtory it will contaln

sensations equal to  the disclosures
made by the alleged confessions  of
the suporvisors, He expressed the

opinion that the Investigation now go-
ing on wne in furtherance of an ore
ganized attempt to seize the munici-
pal government and asserted that it
wis “government by indictment” in-
stead of "government by Injunction.”

Railways President May Testify.

It was stated that Patrick Calhoun,
president of the United Rallways Co,,
would be given an opportunity to ap-
pear before the grand jury In con-
nection with the alleged bribery of
the board of supervisors in the mat-
ter of an overhead trolley Iranchise
granted the United Railways last May.

It was aiso learned that a number
of indictments, which have not even
been trusted to secret file for fear
that their contents might leak out, are
not all against one person, but are
sald to contain the names of several.

Ruef Preparing Statement.

Sixty-six charges of bribery against
Ruel were assigned by Presiding
Judge Coffey to Judge Dunne's depart-
ment of the superior court. They will
be placed on the calen.ar and ar-
ralgnment set for some day early next
week. To avold possible confliet be-
tween the chief of police, sheriff or
Elisor Bigy, no bench warrants will
be issued on these warrants.

Reason Action Is Delayed.

The true reason for the determina-
tion of the prosecution to take no im-
medlate steps toward removing from
office he gupetvlsérs has been dis-
covered. District Attorney Langdon
stated that In order to remave them
it would be netessiry to prove the
charges against thom. This would
compel the prosecution to bring for-
ward all its evidence and thereby dis-
close its entire hand before the trinls
of those who are or will be indicted.
It also developed that the district at-
torney would run cointer of the same
law that defeated the attempt of Ruef
and Acting Mayor Gallagher last fall
to remove District Attorney Langdon
and put Ruef in his place. While
Eummary proceedings could be taken
to remove the mayor, the Issuance of
a writ of probrble ecause by some
Judge would act as a stay of proceed-
ings during an appeal and by resort-
ing to technicalities the geltling of
the appeal might be delayed unti] the
mayor's term of office had ex-
pired.

The grand jury did not meot yes-
terday, but will hold a shert sesslon
today, at which time the investigation
of the alleged tolephone deul will he
resumed. No indietments are expect-
ed to be flled today.

Jury Will Also Be Guarded.

The same care and watchfulness
that has marked the custody of Ruef
will be exercised in guarding the
Jury agalnst any possible outside in-
fluences when his trial begins. In-
stead of a bailif or the sheriff hav-
irg charge of the jury, District Attor-
ney Langdon stated that the jury
wonld be placed in charge of Elisor
W. I. Bigey. This is sald to he the
first time in the legui history of the
United States that an elisor has heen
appolnted by a court to apprehend a
defendant and given such power to
keep him In custody during trial,

The present appointment of an ells-
Or extends only to the one charge of
extortion, on whieh Ruef Is, on trial,
and doeg no\ apply to the other indiot-
ments. In order to reappoint the
. elisor to take charge of Ruef during
tne trial of the other charges, it will
ba necessary for tie prosecution to
show again that the gheriff and oth
er regular officers are disqualified,

When told that Mayor Schmitz's
former resldence may become his tem-
porary prison, Ruef jokingly sald:’

“Why not take my house? 1 offer
the ellsor my home for the purpose.”

Constable Again Invades Oaklawn,

Hot 8prings, Ark.—Constable Gold-
en of Hale township again Invaded
Oaklawn at the head of & band of 25
members of the Cltizens’ Improve-
ment union, and & number of arrests
were made.

. Taft Changes Panama Engineers.
Washington—Secretary Taft an-

nounced yepterday that Lieut. Col.

Goethals would succeed Mr, Btevens

- @& chalrman of the f{sthmian eanal

- commission and engineer in charge
~ of the canal work on April L

SECTIONS OF CALIFORNIA B8UF.
FER FROM FLOODS,

SERIOUSLY AFFECT COMMUNICATION

Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers
at High Water Stage—Much
Damage WIll Result.

S8an Francigco—The heavy raing of
the last four days in California have
resulted In serlous flood stages In the
Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers
and flood warnings have been issued
regularly, beginning with Sunday
evening, March 17, At many points
along the tributary streams the stages
of water are the highest on record,
and along the main streams the situa.
tion is very grave,

The Feather river at Oroville 1s fall:
ing and it {& thought that the danger
point has been passed. Some of tho
stores and bulldings of the town are
flooded, and much damage will result,
Many of the residents sought shelter
in the ehurches and public halls, aban.
doning thelr personal effects, No (08s
of life hus yet been reported.

Traffic |s Interrupted,

Raflroad and telegraph commuanica-
tions are Interrupted o all divectlons
At Logan's Ferry, in Monterey county,
the Southern Pacific track has boeen
covered to o depth of 20 feet by a
landslide, Interrupting all traffic on
the coast divislon of that line. Trains
on all lines are belng held up, and
the departures of many have been can-
celed Indefinitely.

Forecast Official McAdie states that
the brunt of the gtorm has now pussed
northern California polnts aud s mov-
Ing southward.

Reports recelved from Stocktion
state that at Lockword the water had
risen three feet and a half in thrae
hours and that three bridges hal been
washed out. At Stocktom « goneral
flood seems inevitable and the publi:
schools have been dismissed. Yuba
City is now-submerged to the depth
of three or four feet. Heavy rains
in the Sacramento valley have blocke:l
traffic on the Southern Paeifie lines to
the east by way of Ogden and no
trains are running, In addition to the
washout near Floriston, there is a
blockade at Summit caused by the col
lapse of a portlon of the snowshed,
Telegraph wires are down over -the
mountains and no information can be
gotten east of Cisco,

Yuba River Still Booming.

At Marysville the Yuba river is still
booming, but the worst {8 belleved to
be over. All of the bridges near the
city have been washed out except the
Southern Pacific railroad bridge. A
portion of the city and the surround
Ing lowlands are covered with water,
but the flood is not expected to extend,

The Valley line is clear and trains
are running to Los Angeles, but the
coast line is Dblocked at Pajaro by
washouts,

JEWS STILL SUFFERING,

Attacked and Plundered at Burduz
henl, They Flee to Itazkani.

Vienna—According to a telegram
reéceived here from Czernowits, an
Austrian town eclose to the boundary
of Moldavia, Roumania, advices have
been recelved there from the Austrian
frontier police stationed at Itazkanl
and Suczawa that the anti-Jewlsh out-
break in Roumania s assuming seri-
ous proportions. Peasants have at-
tacked and plundered Jews at Burduz-
heni, who are fleeing over the frontier
to Itazkani. About 2,000 fugitives,
mostly women and enildren, already
have crossed the frontier, Other re-
ports declare that further serlous dis-
turbances have occurred at Botosahnl,
where the peasants have set fire to
the houses of Jews and as a result
almost the entire town is in flames.
The Hebrew alliance of Vienna is pre-
paring to take care of the Roumania
fugitives.

Heat Records Broken,
Guthrie, Okla,—All heat records of
Oklahoma were broken, when the ther.
mometer yesterday afternoon regis-
tered 102 in the shade, The unusual
heat was accompanied by a stiff breeze

Change of Venue Still a Question.
Caldwell, ldaho—Arguments weroe
continued before Judge Wood on the
motion for a change of venue in the
Moyer-Haywood-Pettibons cage, affi
davits being recelved for its BuUp-
port.

Harriman Roads Threatened,

Cleveland—According to reports In
circulation here, a secret meeting of
the executive board of the Interna-
tional Hrotherhood of Bollermakers
and Iron Shipbuilders was held in this
elty, and as a result it Is sald a strike
will probably be ordered within 48
hours on all railroads controlled by
E, H. Harriman and his assoclates.
Mr. Harriman, it Is sald, has been glv-
en 48 hours In which to agree to the
demands maae on the Chicago & Alton
road by the bollermakers.

Nevada Shares in Floods.

Reno, Nev,, March 20,—~The Truckee
river has dropped three feet sluce
Monday and it is thought the worst
of the flood has passed. All overland
trains are still tied up here at Sparks,
and, at the beet, it will be 24 hours
before traing are again running.
Numerous snowglides are reported in
the mountaing. The damage done In
this ecity probably will reach not more
than §40,000. On the south side of the
river, where the greater part of Reno
lles, people have been without electrie
power, gas and water since Monday,

WATER RAILROADERS

"will come forward with a compromiss

MAY STRIKE

EMPLOYES VOTE TO REJECT GEN.
ERAL MANAGERS' OFFER OF &

PER CENT INCREASE,

A CRISIS MAY BE AVERETED

Further Conference with Officlals of
Western Lines Likely to Be Held
=—Advance May Be Increased
to 10 Per Cent.

Chlcago—The vote for a strike on
all the western rallroads has been car
ried by a majority of nearly 95 per
cent.  This estimate was given by
committees who reached the city In
advance of the gencral conference of
conductors and trainmen, which will
be held today at the Sherman honse,

About 150 of the 200 raflroad com:
ployes who will take part in the con
forence arrived beforve midnight Sun-
day, and the others, together with
Grand Master Morrissey of the train
men's brotherhood and General Chief
Garretson of the conductors’ order,
arrived Sunday morning. These men
will recanvass the vote and make an
official announcement of the resul:
probably today,

There remalns one chunce that tho
Impending strike will be averted, O
ficlals representing forty raflroad BYS:
tems from Chleago to tne Paclfic coast
will confer this afterncon. 1t is ex-
pected that they will receive a request
for a conference from the employes
and that it will be granted,

The situation at present means that

BIG PRAIRIE FIRES

WIND FANS FLAMES WHICH
CAUSBE LO8S OF THOUSANDS.

140 WOMEN ARE BURNED TO DEATH

Town's Entire Population Is Fight.
Ing Furiously—Other Fires
in the Northwest.

Chappel, Neb.—Prairle fires, started
suppoeedly by locomotives and driven
by high wind, swept all the country
between this place and Julesburg,
Col,, yesterday, Lack of telephono
connection prevents securing all de-
talls of damage aone, but reports have
been received of the burning of sev-
eral barng, many tons of hay, one
home belonging to Albert Naslund,
hundreds of fenceposts and several
head of cattle. Engineers of west-
bound frelght trains say that poor
coal, with high winds, Is making
much trouble and that it is necessary
to keep on top of tralns to guard cars.
Two tralns pulled In here with cars
om fire, one of which had to be chopped
open to put out the Are whith hose,
The loss to farmers will reach far
into the thousands of dollars, aside
from range burned over, muking feed-
ing netessary.

FIFTY MEN TO RESCUE.

Burlington Sends Help to Citizens of
Hemingford.
Hemingford, Neb.—A pralvie fire,
which at one time threatened the city
and spread itself over a slreteh of
country 156 miles in length and about
three-fourths of a mile wide, oc

curred vesterday.
The fire originated at the ranch of
F. Nikon, who lives 13% miles north-

west of this elty, from the burning

United States Marines
Landed in Honduras

Washington, March 22.—Bluejackets l
and marines lave been landed from
the United States gunboat Marietta at
Trujillo and Ceiba, and probably at
Puerto Cortez, Honduras, in order to
protect Amerlcan interests In those
lllll'lB.

As yet no word has been reeived as

to whether forces have been landed at
Central Amerlean ports on the Paclfie
Coast side, but undoubtedly this step
will be taken If American Interests
are congldered in danger. :
The Navy Department feels that the
action taken by Commander Fullam
brings the situation completely in
hand, so far as the safeguarding of
trade Interests is concerned.

In addition to the protection glven
to Amerleans, it Is felt that the action
of this government will relleve foreign
governments of the necessity of tak-
Ing any steps toward making a naval
demonstration,

The landing of Bluejacke:s and ma-
rires and the polleing of Lo I shores
of the Central American HRepublies
with United States gunboats before
trading vessels had been molested In
any manner or forelgn Interests jeop-
ardized Is regarded here as a diplo-
matie move that will prevent any in-
ternatfonal complications growing out
of the poliey of the United States not
to permit European demonstrations in
Central Amerlcan or South Amerlean
waters.

unless the roads see fit to make the
men a better offer, some radical action
will be taken. The matter now rests
in the hands of the grand lodges of
the two brotherhoods. If they wish to
order a strike, it will be in their pow-
er to do so. Possibly, however, they
may declde to recommend another
vote rather than start a strike which
will tie up every railroad in the west.

The practically unanimous rejection
by the men of the rallroads’ present
proposition, which earries with it an
Increase In wages of about & per cent,
is believed to have the effect of forcing
thelr officers into a radieal position
It I8 sald the officers will not dare
to recommend another vote, unless the
railrond companies make a better of-
fer,

Several members of the employes’
committee seem to think the roads

offer, which will glve the men about
10 per cent advance In pay. In that
case, the outlook for a peaceable solu-
tion of the problem would be favor-
able.

HOLD MAS8 MEETING.

Roumanian Jews in New York Protest
Against Qutrages on Countrymen,

New York—The Roumanian Jews
of the Jower east glde held
two mass meetings Sunday night
to protest against the “atroclitles and
outrages commitfell on-the. Jews In
Roumania.” - i SN

About a thousand dollars, it was an-4
nounced, was ralsed by conlributions
at the doors.

ALABAMANS LYNCH A NEGRO.

After Woman Identifies Captured Man,
He Is Riddied with Bullets.

Florence, Ala.— Cleveland  Hard-
ing, a negro, who attacked Mra.
Ben E. Rice near here Friday, was
lynched Sunday by 300 citizens, inelud-
ing his Intended vietim's hushand Tled
to a tree, the negro was riddled with
bullets, the first shot being fired by

Rice, Following, every man |n the
crowd emptied his revolver at the
prisoner.

May End Disorders.
Bucharest—The conservative cab-
Inet has resigned and a liberal
ministry has been formed un-
der the presidency of M, Sturdza, who |
was premier in a former cdbinet. It
s hoped the disorders will end.

— W —

Sanderson Not Guiity,

Carthage, Mo—The jury In the
case of Arthur Sanderson, charged
with the murder  of Solo-

mon D, Meredith in Carthage on Jan.
2 last, brought In & verdict of not

| gulity, after being out 26 hours. |
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of an old straw stack and continued
on its journey, doing damage to the
intervening ranchmen and terminated
three miles and a half southwest of
here, when the furlous gale that had
been blowing all day had subsided,

In the afterncon the Burlington sent
fifty men from its shops at Alllance to
help the citizens of Hemingtord fight
the fire. A fortunate change of the
wind saved the town. Loss to ranch-
men in buildings and other property
will aggregate many thousands.of dol-
lars,

Mother and Daughter Burned.

Bonesteel, 8. D.—A terrific prairie
fire, driven by a furlous wind, has
been raging since 10 o'clock yesterday
morning on the reservation west of
here,

Mrs, C. B. Yokum and her daughter
have been burned to death.

The town of Herrick is threatened
and the entire population is out fight-
ing the flames,

Thousands of dollars of damage has
already been done. Many farm-
houses have been burned, the fire hav-
Ing coveéred a streteh of several miles
of country.

Gasoline Tank Explodes.

Atlantic, In,—The 20,000-gallon tank
of gasoline which was thrown Into
Camp creek by the wrack on the Rock
Island on Wednesday exploded last
night with a terrific report, burning
the bridge over the creek and probably
fatally injuring three men. A house
In the nelghborhood caught fire and
‘was badly damaged,

Navy-¥avgd Suffers Loss.

Pensacola, Fla.—pfie- lastnight de-
stroyed bullding No. 1 at the Rensa-
cola navy yard, entalling a loss esti-
mated at $175,000. In addition to the
loss of the bullding and its contents,
the machinery and equipment for the
gunboat Gloucester and Isle de Luzon

' were destroyed,

Hill Makes Denlial.
8t. Paul, Minn—J. J, Hill said last
night there was no truth in the state.
ment that he was about to retire from

the presidency of the Great Northern
rallroad.

Star of Ethlop.« vor Pope.
Rome—The pope received In privata
audience Father Marle Bernado of
the Capuchin order, who presented the
pontiff with an autograph letter from
King Menelik of Abyssinla, conferring
on the pope the decoration of tha star

| of ethiopla. -

$18,000 Worth of Jeweiry Stolen,

New York—Eighteen thousagd dol.
lars' wortu of jewelry was stolen from
the home of Charles Morgan, son of
the founder of the Morgan Steamship
lines, at his home In Orange, N. J.,
mpr 4 ¢ 2y T,
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INDICTS RUEF

MUNICIPAL GRAFT INVESTIGA-
TION CREATES SENSATION IN
S8AN FRANCISCO.

“THE BEGINNING OF THE END"

After an Extended Deliberation, Jury
Gives Its Report—Ten Counts
Agalnst T. V. Halsey—More
Indictments Expected,

San Francleco—The long looked-for
Indictments in the municipal graft
cases were returned last nlght. Short
Iy after § o'clock the grand Jury filed
with Presiding Judge Coffey of the
superior court 75 Indictments charging
bribery, which were found upon evl-
dence presented to the grand Jury aft-
er six months’ probing into the mue
nicipal affairs of this eity by Assist
ant Distriet  Attorney Francis J.
Heney and Secret Service Agent Wil
Ham J. Burns, and which reveai an
amuzing story of alleged graft and
corruptlon that surpasges the boodl:

cases of St. Louls, ranks with the
Minneapolis  expose und s only
eclipsed in the amount of money

pasged, but not Its ramifications an.
organization, by the famous Twesd
ring of New York.

Sixty-Five Counts Against Ruef.

Of the Indictments returned, sixty-
five are against Abraham Ruef, for
years the political boss of San Fruu-
elsco, charging him with bribing the
board of supervigors to grant frai
chises to the United Rallronds, the
Home Telephone Co., the San Franels
co Gas and Eleetrie Co. and the so-
called “prize-fight trust.” Ten are
agninst T. V. Halsey, former general
agent of the Pacific States Telephone
and Telegraph Co., who is churged
with having bribed the supervisors not
to grant a franchise to a rival com-
pany. - One indictment agalnst Ruef
and four more against Halsey whieh,
it Is understood, were algo returnad,
were not filed in open court, Several
more indictments, the exact number
and agalnst what person Heney an
Burns refuse to divulge untll the ge-
cuged persons have been® frres e,
were returned by the grand jury, but
not filed, Heney and Burns not even
trusting the secret file,

One Franchise Waorth $1,000,000.

Of the sixty-five counts of bribery
agninst Ruef, seventeen are In connec-
tion with the granting of the overhead
trolley franchise to the United Rail
road Co. Immediately after the dis-
aster of last April. Seventeen are
based upon the money alleged to huve
been spent by the gas company to se.
cure an 85¢ gas rate, as against a 750
rate; thirteen refer to the passing of
the money by the Home Telephone Co.
to obtaln a franchise for a bid of
$25,000 and which it had been de-
clared was worth at least $1,000,000,
and elghteen Indictments are based
upon the alleged bribing of super-
visors by Ruef to grant prize-fight per-
mits only to the so-called fight trust
of this eity, which is composged of
Eddle Graney, Morrls Levey, James
Coffroth and Willls Britt.

The money in_gll these cases {s al-
leged to have been handled by Ruef,
who, according to heney and Burns,
was the agent and broker between
the public service corporations and
board of supervisors and a sort of
general distributing agent for all who
desired privileges from the super-
visors.

Halsey Fought Rival Company.

The indictments agalnst Halgey
charge the agent of the Pacific States
Telephone and Telegraph Co. with
having bribed fourteen members of.
the board of supervisors to refuse the
rival company a franchige,

Judge Coffey fixed the bafl at $10,
000 on each Indictment, or a total of
$640,000 for Ruef and $100,000 for
Halsey, The latter Is a brotherin-
law of the late John I. Sabin, former-
Iy president of the Pacific States Telu.
phone and Telegraph Co,, later at
the head of the telephone system In
Chicago, and a brotherin-law of Louls
Glass, president of the Philippine Tele-
phone Co. Halsey has been in Manlla
installing a telephone system.

The Beginning of the End.

In this connection it is noteworthy
that fourteen of the rsupervisors are
alleged to have also taken $5,000 each
from Halsey to prevent the granting

~of the franchise to the Home com-

pany and it {8 understood that on
these counts fourteen {ndictments
were returned against Halsey, only
téen of which were filed Tuesday.

Asslstant Attorney Heney stated
that yesterday's Indlctments “were
the beginning of the end of Ruef’—
the beginning of the work of exposing
the municipal corruption In S8an Fran-
clsco and the prosecution of those
“high up,” who are responsible for
such conditions in this city.

BRIDGE COMPANIES INDICTED.,

Alleged Pooling, Bribery and Con-
spiracy Among the Charges.
Freeport, Ill.—An alleged pooling
arrangement whereby a dozen bridge
companiés combined, It s saild, and
allotted certaln territory to each

ed, has resulted in the ret ; of
several Indictments by a l:ﬂﬂn
a

L)

GRAND JURY  [PROBE LAND FRAUD.

ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL
APPOINTED TO TASK.

JUDGE BURCH IN CHARGE OF THEM

Many Attorneys Prominent In the

West Are Glven a Place on
the Corpas.

lug Importance and volume of buslness
of the west, the department of justice
has practically organized a corps of
speclal assistant attorneys general for
the work of Investigating coal, tim-
ber and other land frauds and of-
fenses west of the Missour] river,
placing Special Assistant Attorney
General M. O, Durch In superylsory
charge of them. Judge Burch has
been In Denver for some time past,
quietly organizing present and future
operations, Under hig supervision a
strong force of specinl agsistant special
altorneys have been employed, Among
these are 8. R. Bush, of Omaha; Kr-
nest Knaehel, of Denver; F. A, May-
nard, of Salt Lake; K. H. Tong, Du-
rango and H. H. Schwartz, of Helena,
Mont. While none of these men are
specially located at the point named,
matters are so arranged tha any of
them may be called to any point need-
ing thelr attention,

Although Judge Burch has not set-
tled on any location, It is probable
that the major part of s time for the
immediate future will be spent in Den-
ver and that this place will be In
effeot headquarters for the western
operation of the department of Justice
attorneys and special attorneys,

BIG FIRE AT HUTCHINSON, KAS,

Morton Salt Works Destroyed—Loss
May Reach $500,000.

Hutchinson, Kag—The Morton sgait
bloek, the largest in the world, owned
chiefly by Joy Morton und Paul Mors
ton, former secretary of the nayvy, was
destroyed by fire. The loss embraced
a new $250,000 addition to the plant
and a vast quantity of refinel salt and
mway reach §$500,000,

The fire started from the explosion
of a coal oil lamp. Crude oll was
biurned in the furnace and in some
way the fire was quickly communicat-
ed from the boller room to other parts
of the bullding, A strong southwest
wind fanned the flames and caused
them to spread rapidly. In a faw days
the new quarter of a milllon dollar ad-
dition to the plant would have begun
the mamifacture of salt by a new pro-
cess known as the vacuum process and
reputed to be much more economical
than the old. A battery of eight of
the largest oil burners ever construct-
ed had been installed for the opera
tion of iths part of the plant. These,
with much other costly machinery, Is
a mass of twisted iron.

WITH FULL MILITARY HONORS,

Brig. Gen. Theo. J. Wint Buried’ with
Impressive Ceremonies,

Washington—With full military hon-
ors, the body of Brig. Gen. Theodora
J. Wint, U. B. A, formerly commander
of the Cnban army of pacification, and
who dled In Philadelphia Thursday,
was burled In Arlington Monday. The
funeral train arrived from Philadelphia
at 3:30 o'clock and was met at the
Pennsylvania depot by the honorary
pallbearers and a military detachment
consisting of four- troops of the Thir-
teenth cavalry and the Fourth battery
of field artillery.

At the grave brief commitment serv-
lces were conducted by the chaplain,
H. A. Brown, artillery corps and the
usual mlilitary ceremonles were ob-
served, Col. Albert L. Meyer, One
Hundred and Tenth cavalry, has been
selected for promotion to the rank
of brigadler general to fill a vacancy
created by the death of Gen., Wint.

NO FREE TRADE FOR AUSTRALIA,

Minister of Trade and Customs Says
It Would Mean Starvation,

London—S8ir Willlam John Lyne,
Australlan minister of trade and cus-
toms, who is visiting {n London, was
Interviewed Monday on preferential
trade. He sald there had been a strik-
ing Increase In the Importation of
American machinery, particularly ag-
ricultural implements, to Australia,
and that the German trade with Aus-
tralla also was increasing.

Low Death Rzte in Canal Zone.
Washington—Only two deaths oo-
curred among the 5,564 white labor
ers in the canal zone during February,
Black water fever caused one of these
deaths and tuberculosis the other. No
deaths were reported among the 986
American women and children on the
Isthmus. The sick rate was 24 for
every 1,000 persons for the month.
Pneumonia was more prevalent than
any other disease, 20 cases belng re-
ported. Three cases of smallpox, taken
from Incoming ships, were treated In
the zone hospital,

To Abelish SBunday Excursions.

Indlanapolls, Ind.—General passen.
ger agents and other officials of the
verious rallronds operating in Indians
and Ohlo will gather in this clty for
the purpose of discussing the question
of abolishing Bunday excursions and
cheap rates. 7

Btrike Troubles In Switzerland.
Vevey, Bwitserland—The general
strike which was proclaimed here re-
cently In sympathy with the strikers
. & chgeolate factory o

Denver, Col,—Owing to the Increag
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